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Few would arg11e witl1 tl1e co11te11tio11 tl1at a JJrofo1111ci k11(J\\1ledg,1 c)f tl11:: ,vriti11gE 
of Sl1ogl1i E1'fe11di is ,111 i1111Jorta11t asset to tl1e t,1s k of e.ff,:cti vc:ly t,;,tcl1i i1g tl1e 
Bal1a'f Faitl1 a11ci bt1ildi11g tl1e Ad111i11istrative Orcler. T'l1e JJroble111 f<Jr r11,111y. 
l1owever, es1Jecially i11 tl1ese bt1sy li1nes, is fir1di11g ll1e 111ost eCfec:ti,1e a11cl efficie11t 
way to st11dy tl1ese writi11gs. 011e cl1oice is to reli11c11.1isl1 so111,; degrc,e cJ1- ,111to110111)' 
a11d to st11dy witl1 a11 ''expert'' ,vl10 g11ides LIS t.l1rci11gl1 itll (Jr JJart c1f ,Sl1ogl1i 
Effe11di's v,1riti11gs. A11otl1er OJJtio11 is to 11,1vig,1te tl1e se,L c>f l1is litci·,1t1.1re ,tlo11e. 
Still a11otl1er is to slttdy i11 cl co11s11ltative fasl1io11 \>11itl1 ,1 c:cJ1111111n1ity 01' lcc1r11ers. ;\ 
fo11rtl1 cl1oice, tl1e st11cly g11icle, co1nbi11es the best fr~:c1tt1res cJf ,111 tlirc:,, 1JJJtici11s. 

I11 ge11eral, st11dy g11icles are L1sef'11l i11 tl1at c111 ''ex1Jert'' h ,is clc,r1e ll1,; aclva11ce 
work of org,111izi11g 1naterial for syste1natic lear11i11,g. rl'l1rc,t1gl1 rl1c 1111::clit1111 of i-l1e 
st11dy g11ide, tl1e ''ex1Jert'' foct1ses ot1r atte11tio11 011 tl1e s,1! it,11t icle,1s 1Jr tl1e111l:S of 
a text, 1nakes tl1e rel,1tio11sl1iJJS betwee11 tl1e1n visible, ,111cl [Jrovides ,t Cr,\111e,,1or1 
for tl1e details tl1at flesl1 011t tl1e 111,1i11 icleas. rf'l1e rcst1Jt is tl1,1l \VC ,ll~C]Llire , 
!1igl1ly orga11izecl 1111derst,111cli11g of· tl1e s11bject, 111aki11,g it t;,\S)' t,1 ,1clcl 11e\\, 
i11for111atio11 a11d to retrieve olcl. Ii' cl st11dy g11ide is skillfttll)' dcsig11eci, ,vc ilre 
take11 beyo11cl tl1e co11fi11es of tl1e i111111elii,1le le)'.i to till~ i11·11Jlic,1til'.J11s ctricl 
a1Jplicatio11s of its icleas i11 tl1e re,tl world. Wl1ile ,.illo\vi11g tis to i:,1ke aclv,u1t,tg:c 
ot' a11 expert's k11owledge, ,1 s\t1dy g11ide IJreserves tl1c rrecci<)l11 lo <~,,,Jl\JI\c a11cl t,~ 
be ta11ge11tial si11ce 011ly tl1ose ]Jarts of tl1e guicle tr1,1t ar,: 11erso11,1ll)1 11se1·1.1I a11cl 
releva11t 11eed be t1sed. F11rtl1er111ore, a st11dy g11icle ,vorks j11sl ;.1.s \veil for tl1clse 
lear11i11g i11divid11ally at tl1eir ow11 pace as it does for tl1ose l1~,1rt1i l1Q, iri gro111Js. 

Tl1ere are two ty1Jes of st11cly g11ides. 011e is clevelc,11111c:11tal i11 ~Lj:>JJtc),tcl1: it~ 
goal is to develc>p ,1 st11cle11l's ability to rec1cl ,111c! jJrocess cl te:x:t as wt,ll ,1s t<, 
facilitate 111astery of its co11te11t. Tl1e seco11cl cl]J]:>roctcl1 ,1ss11111es tl1e reac\er !1,1~ 
the skills 11ecessary for ,iccess lo i11fc)r111atio11 i11 tl1e text bL1t 11eeds 111ec.iic1ti<)11 le 
l111dersta11d it tl1oro11gl1ly. 

Sti1dyi11g tire vV1·iti11r1,s c~f· S/1cJg/1i E/Jerzcli belo11gs to tl1e seco11c! calegcJf)'. It~ 
]Jllrpose is 1101 lo tec1cl1 11s !1ow to re,1cl Sl1ogl1i Effc"11cli's ,,vri1i11,gs--it clSSt1111e: 
tl1at capability exists~bt1t ratl1er to serve els ,t11 ~ticl to tl·teir ''JJrcJlci11gcc:c 
syste111atic st11cly'' (3). Really a cci1111Je11di11111 of gt1icles 1t11cler CJ11,: ccJ'iC;r, tl1i, 
book is a boo11 to ,1ll tl1c)se v·1!10 ,va11t to ex]Jlore tl1e ,:r1lire rcLt1gc: elf ,Sl1og]1i 
Effe11di's writi11gs b11t are cl,11111tecl lJy tl1e e11c11111it:ir of tl1e l~tsk .. I'rt,r,,11·ccl b)' a;1 

a1nbitio11s, assicl11ot1s, a11cl i11sigl1tf11l .groLt]J of twelve; )'ClLttl1, it 1iroviclt,s tl1c 
''expert'' g11ida11ce 11eeclecl for serio11s st11de11ts cif Sl1ogl Ii E1t·e11cl i's \~1Clrk. 

Tl1e text of Stttcl_yi11g t/1.e Writi11r5s o,f'S'/1.ogl1i Ejfe11cli is cliviclccl it1to L',11c1 t11,tjc11 
sectio11s, eacl1 esse11ti,1l to tl1e bc)ok's ,1i111 .. Tl1e first jJl'<Jvidt;s ,l l1cJlistic 
1Jerspective 011 tl1e stt1cly of Sl1ogl1i Effe11cli's 'vVork at1cl f1111ctio11s as ,, 
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preparatio11 for and adjunct to the second section. Two openi11g pieces-a 
foreword by U11iversal House of Justice member Dr. Peter Kha11 and an 
introduction by editor Morten Bergsma and writer Kishan Ma11ocl1a-,describe 
the pt1rpose of the study guide: to ide11tify rect1rri11g motifs i11 Shoghi Effendi's 
writing, to outline the principles of syste1natic stt1dy, and to extol the rewards tl1at 
sustained study brings. A new compilation prepared by the Research Departme11t 
of tl1e Universal Hot1se of Justice calls atte11tion to particular works and the1nes, 
a11d ties the relevance of their study to teaching the Baha'i Faith and buildi11g the 
Administrative Order. Key articles by retired 1nember of the Universal House of 
Jt1stice David Hofma11 and by Helen, Joh11, and A1nelia Da11esh provide an 
overview of Shoghi Effendi's writings and anchor tl1em in the co11text of his life 
and in his role as the designated ''Expot1nder of the Word of God." 

The seco11d part of the book comprises study guides to twenty-one separate 
''books." As Bergsma and Manocl1a point out in tl1e introduction, 011ly one of 
these, God Pa,~ses By, is really a book. The rest are either collectio11s of letters 
to national co1nmunities or compilatio11s of various passages organized around 
specific topics or issues. Having the study guides all in one volume gives eve11 
the casual reader a pa1101·a1nic a11d breathtaki11g view of the scope a11d 
mag11itude of Sl1oghi Effendi's writi11gs i11 English. 

The sequence of the guides follows a loose order, so we can begin anywl1ere. 
The co1npilation in the first section can provide guidance in maki11g this choice. 
Each gt1ide, although writte11 by a different person, employs a similar fonnat: an 
i11troductio11 briefly sum1narizes the text followed by an exte11sive and detailed 
series of questions witl1 no answers, just page nt1mbers. In some guides, page 
nt1mbers to other texts are given so ideas ca11 be cross-referenced. By giving 
only page numbers, the you11g writers l1ope ''to ope11 doors to the given text, to 
stimulate independent reflection and further investigatio11'' (3). 

The questions crafted by tl1e at1thors ask primarily for literal reiteration a11d 
interpretatio11 of text. In tl1e process of answeri11g, we beco1ne aware of key ideas 
and their supporting facts, co1ne to understa11d their significance, and leai11 of the 
similarities and differe11ces that exist between Baha'i a11d 11on-Baha'i historical 
processes ai1d i11stitutio11s. Only a few qt1estions in each guide call fo1· analysis, 
syntl1esis, or extrapolation of ideas in the text. More questions of this type would 
have bee11 t1seft1l i11 strengthening our ability to relate present-day events to tl1e 
isst1es of raising a new and divine world order. Additio11ally, questio11s that asked 
tls to co11sider how the ideas i11 the text might be translated i11to personal or 
co1n1nunity actio11 wot1ld have elevated the reading of text to the level of action. 

While the stt1dy gt1ide has great value in its cun·ent fo1m, a few additio11s 
cot1ld enhance its t1seful11ess. For example, the fact that so many of Shogl1i 
Effendi's writings are t111der one cover begs for provisions to examine the1nes 
across texts. This exa1nination would allow us to trace the develop1nent of a 
theme over time, to correlate its evolution to the changing needs and 
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develop1ne11ts oJ' tl1e Bal1a' f co1111nt111ity ,111d tl1e worlcl, a11d to deter111i11e tl1e 
relatio11sl1ips tl1at co1111ect 011e tl1e1ne to ,111otl1er. Perl1,1ps 11 c[1,1rl 01· 111ajor 
the111es witl1 a list of books a11d so1ne ,111alytical qttestiot1s cottld be provided i11 
a11 appe11dix. Tl1e cl1art co1tlcl J'1111ctio11 ,is 1111 "11cl,1a11c:e org,t11izer," ,t tool tl1,1t 
!1elps a st11de11t orga11ize lear11i11g by cal li11g ,1tte11tio11, i11 ,1clv,111ce, to tl1e 111,1jor 
poi11ts of a text. We co11ld fill 011t tl1e cl1art ,is we v\rork 011r w,1y tl1ro11gl1 e,1cl1 
st11dy g11ide. J='assages fro111 tl1e co1npilatio11 JJreJJ,1recl lJ:i1 tl1e Ut1ivers,1l I-fo11se of 
Justice (printed i11 tl1is st11dy guicle 011 [J,1ges 5-9) co11ld ,tlso irti'or111 tl1e cre,1Lio11 
ot· 111aterials for cross-refere11ci11g tl1e1nes; t·or ex,11111Jlc, ,1 cl1,1rt 011 tl1e ''origi11, 
11at11re a11d 1Jrese11t-day f1111ctio11i11g ot· tl1e ad111irtistrative orcler c1f tl1e F'aitl1" (6), 
or 011e tl1at tr,1ces Ll1e "operatio11 01· tl1e J'orces of clecli11,, ,111cl grcJvvtl1''(9). ,\ 
seco11d adclitio11 1nigl1t be a sl1ort 1t11it oi· st11cly 011 Sl1ogl1i Et·1·et1di's 111etl1ocl of 
,111alyzi11g a11d i11terJJreti11g co11te1nporary eve11ts i11 ligl1t ot· tl1e forces rele,1secl 
by tl1e spirit a11d te,1cl1i11gs of Bal1a'11'llal1. Tl1is 1netl1ocl co11ld ser,1e ,1s ,1 111oclel 
for i1nprovi11g 01tr ow11 teacl1i11g ef'fective11ess. A tl1ircl jJIOJJosal is to ,1clcl a 
sectio11 at tl1e e11d of eacl1 g11icle tl1at botl1 co11solicl,1tes le,tr11 it1g a11cl exte11cls i L 
beyo11d tl1e bo1111claries ot· tl1e text. St11cle11ts cot1ld Slt111111,1rize tl1e book, co1111ect 
its ideas to otl1er books c111d iss11es, a11cl co11sicler ways to ,tJJJJI)' tl1c it1for111atio11 
to teacl1i11g a11d ad111i11istrittio11. 

Eve11 witho11t tl1e additio11s s11ggested, ,r:.;111clyi11,g t/1c \111·itit1,~s rJf. c'5!1ogl1i 
Effe11di is a11 011tsta11di11g tool for 1nasteri11g tl1e co11le11t ci1· ,SI1ogl1i I~ffe11r_-Ji 's 
writi11gs. It is a gift to tl1e E11glisl1-speaki11g Bal1a'f co1111111111ity tl1,1t vvill, if' 11secl 
widely, !1ave a sig11if'ica11tly positive i1npact 011 tl1e level of clisco11rse, c111,1lit)1 of 
service, a11d effective11ess of te11cl1i11g 11ot 011ly of tl1ose ,,1]10 11se it b1tt ,1lso of 
tl1ose wl10 are attracted by tl1e JJower of k11owleclge exl1ibitecl by tl1clse stttcle11ts. 
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